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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION AND/OR ELECTION REQUIREMENT 



This is in response to an Official Action, mailed on March 2, 2004, 
subjecting pending claims 1-20 to a restriction and/or election requirement. 

Applicants elect claims 1-12 for examination, with traverse. 

The Examiner alleges that inventions I (claims 1-20) and II (claims 13 and 
14), are related as process of making and product made, on the basis that the 
product can be made by a different process, such as a solid state process. 
However, as explained in the instant text, pages 4 and 5, the instant process 
achieves a degree of homogeneity of dopant, via controlled dispersion of the 
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dopant within the anionic clay, which cannot be achieved by co-precipitation or 
impregnation. The doped anionic clay obtained by the process of claim 1 simply 
cannot be made by a different process and Inventions I and II are not distinct. 

Inventions II (a doped anionic clay) and III (a catalyst containing the doped 
anionic clay) present a combination/sub-combination relationship. The 
combination (Invention III) absolutely requires the particulars of the sub- 
combination (Invention II) for patentability. Contrary to the Examiner's allegation, 
Inventions II and III are, thus, not distinct and not subject to restriction (MPEP 
806.05(c)), 

Logically, since Inventions I and II are not distinct, and Inventions II and III 
are not distinct, Inventions I and III could not be distinct. Inventions I and III are, 
of course, related, since the catalyst of Invention III must comprise an anionic 
clay made by the process of Invention I. Where inventions are related as 



disclosed, but are not distinct as claimed, restriction is never proper. (MPEP 806 



Applicants respectfully request that claims 1-20 be examined on the 

merits. 
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